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FOREST PRODUCTS COMMISSION — FIRE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
Statement by Minister for Forestry 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Forestry) [9.04 am]: With our hot, dry summers, 
all Western Australians are aware of the serious risk that bushfires pose to lives and property. The destructive 
fires in Victoria and in the south west have reinforced the importance of being prepared to confront the bushfire 
threat. Communities that are in or near the bush need to know that we are on the job. Emergency services people 
also need to know that we have their backs covered. In response to the damaging fires in the south west, the 
Liberal–National government committed to substantial changes in the way in which its agencies assess and 
respond to fire risk. My agency, the Forest Products Commission, must be part of these changes. Most of the 
FPC’s operations occur in state forest and similar tenured land that is managed by the Department of 
Environment and Conservation. As part of these operations, prescribed burning is done to protect plantation 
forests, to encourage native forest regeneration and to manage harvest residues. Even the normal harvest 
operations undertaken by FPC contractors involve an element of fire risk. It is essential that FPC’s fire systems 
and procedures are ready and in line with those of the Department of Environment and Conservation.  

Section 14 of the Forest Products Act 2000 gives me, as minister, the power to give written directions to the 
commission with respect to the performance of its functions under the act. Using these powers, I recently wrote 
to the chairman of the FPC instructing the commission to review its fire management systems and to ensure they 
align with those of the Department of Environment and Conservation and other fire authorities ahead of the 
2012–13 fire season. In responding to my instruction, the commission has committed to four actions: to review 
the use of fire by the FPC on land where DEC has responsibility for fire operations; to review the use of fire by 
the FPC on land where DEC does not have responsibility for fire operations; to review contractor management 
on days of high fire danger with a view to reducing the fire risk; and to identify opportunities to reduce the need 
for fire as part of the commission’s operational activities. We know we need to be prepared for bushfire. We 
appreciate the risk posed by fire and the risks and challenges associated with the planned use of fire. As Minister 
for Forestry I am committed to making sure that my agency, the Forest Products Commission, plays its part. In 
accordance with the act, I table a copy of my direction to the commission.  

[See paper 5101.] 
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